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There are many organizations whose goal is proving the innocence of those wrongly 
convicted of crimes. John Grisham was inspired by one such ministry and by the true 
story of a man wrongly convicted of murdering his wife. In his novel, The Guardians, he 
tells a story that speaks of the ongoing commitment to see justice served. 
 
The story’s main character is Cullen Post, a lawyer and an Episcopal minister who works 
for a foundation called Guardian Ministries. Other employees of the organization 
include Vicki Gorley who started the nonprofit, located in Savannah, Georgia and Mazy 
Ruffin, a lawyer and the director of litigation. Their mission is to accept clients who they 
believe have been wrongfully convicted and fight in the courts of law for their freedom. 
Post’s first exoneree was Frankie Tatum. He had served fourteen years of a life sentence 
for murder when Post proved Frankie’s innocence. Since his exoneration, Frankie has 
done freelance work for Guardian Ministries. 
 
Although there are side stories about other current cases being handled by Guardians, 
most of the book’s focus is on the story of Quincy Miller. Quincy had been convicted of 
murdering a lawyer in the small town of Seabrook, Florida. In Quincy’s case there was 
no proven motive, no recovered murder weapon, witnesses who lied, and one piece of 
questionable evidence. Quincy was found guilty and given a sentence of life with no 
chance for parole. He has served twenty-two years when Guardian Ministries accepts his 
case. Post and team find they are up against some very powerful people. People who 
don’t want to see the man they framed for their crime to be found innocent. As the story 
unfolds, the reader is given an insight into the investigative work and legal process an 
organization goes through to reverse a wrongful conviction.  
 
The book reads quickly. There is a small challenge in keeping track of the side stories as 
the book moves back and forth between these stories and the main story. I enjoyed the 
book and would definitely recommend it. Grisham is a good choice for legal thrillers. 
 
 


