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Another well-written, carefully researched, historical fiction novel from Jojo Moyes. 

Alice, a disappointment to her conservative English parents, meets and falls in love with 

Kentuckian Bennett Van Cleve while he is traveling abroad with his recently widowed father. 

Alice sees her marriage to Bennett and her move to Kentucky as a chance to escape her 

oppressive life in England, but finds small-town Kentucky and living with her chauvinistic, 

domineering father-in-law equally suffocating. Her life seems a drudgery until she’s presented 

with the opportunity to join the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky, an initiative from Eleanor 

Roosevelt and the WPA (Works Progress Administration).  

The librarians are led by Marjory O’Hare who, because of her independence, sell-sufficiency and 

refusal to submit to any man’s will, is known far and wide as an uppity troublemaker. Together 

with fellow librarians, Izzie, Beth and Sophia, Alice and Margery grow their small operation into 

a widely know and eventually respected institution. 

There is A LOT going on in this novel, maybe too much. Numerous facets of women’s liberation 

(financial, emotional, sexual), sexism, racism, poverty, illiteracy, domestic abuse, worker’s 

rights, romance, friendship… And as she is prone to do, Moyes writes beautifully for 390 pages 

(or 13 hours and 40 minutes), then wraps everything up with a pretty bow in the last ten pages 

(or 10 minutes). This is the fifth novel I have read by Jojo Moyes and I have enjoyed each one, 

possibly despite her need to resolve each issue with a fairytale outcome. Moyes gets readers 

emotionally invested in her characters and she knows how to write women. For those who may 

have passed her previous novels by because she is a British author and British writing takes some 

getting used to, I would recommend this novel. This is American based historical fiction with 

American phrases and terminology. No mention of nappies, trainers, cuppas or dodgy blokes 

here.  

The narration was wonderful. Julia Whelan is a well-known, Audie Award winning narrator, but 

I was skeptical when I saw she was the narrator for this novel. I did not enjoy her narration of 

Vox by Christina Dalcher. Fortunately, my hesitation was unfounded this time. 

 

 


