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In Letters from Paris, Juliet Blackwell presents a work of fiction with elements of romance and mystery. 
Her two main characters are Claire who lives in the present day and Sabine who lives during the late 
1800s. By composing short chapters, Juliet Blackwell has written a book that makes for a smooth 
transition between the time periods. 
 
After growing up in a small Louisiana town where she was raised by her grandmother along with a large 
extended family, Claire Broussard escapes to Chicago to attend college and find work. When she returns 
to her hometown to care for her dying grandmother, she has left her job and is trying to find some 
direction in her life.  Claire rediscovers a sculpture, a plaster mask, a memory from her childhood. Her 
great-grandfather sent it home while in Paris as an American soldier during World War II. Before her 
grandmother dies, she encourages Claire to go to Paris to learn more about the mask and a secret that 
may be awaiting her. Arriving in Paris, Claire begins her search by locating the family business of mold-
makers where her great-grandfather purchased the mask. In the alternating story line, Sabine Moreau 
comes to Paris in 1897 from the French countryside to escape a collapsing family life. She locates a 
cousin who welcomes her, but cannot provide Sabine with a place to live and is unable to assist her with 
finding work. With no tools, training or skills, Sabine’s job prospects are scarce. To alleviate her hunger, 
she feels compelled to become a model for a sculptor/painter. The discovery of a set of letters draws 
Claire closer to the world of Sabine. 
 
If you have ever been to Paris or are familiar with the City of Light, you will appreciate how Juliet 
Blackwell immerses the reader in descriptive details of the Parisian surroundings. “…she rolled her small 
travel bag along the quai, keeping one eye on the Seine and taking in Paris at night: lovers strolling arm 
in arm, of course; a young woman in a long silk gown playing the violin on the corner; a trio of 
impossibly old men at an outdoor café table sharing a bottle of wine, smoking cigarillos, and debating 
loudly. She crossed the ornate Pont Neuf, walked the width of the Île de la Cité – the Cathedral of Notre 
Dame looming large – and turned onto the quai de Conti, passing outdoor cafés, souvenir shops, and 
ethnic restaurants touting souvlaki and couscous and panini.” The author does a noteworthy job of 
explaining the processes of mold- making, casting and sculpture and their impact on the world of art. 
Some nice twists at the end of the story complete an enjoyable read.  
 
Letters from Paris is the second of four stand-alone novels in which author, Juliet Blackwell, takes her 
readers to the country of France. In addition, she writes the Witchcraft Mystery series and the Haunted 
Home Renovation Mystery series. With her sister, Carolyn, under the pseudonym of Hailey Lind, they 
write the Art Lover’s Mystery series. 
 
 


