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Cold Storage isn’t your typical zombie novel.  

In December 1987 Unites States Air Force Major Roberto Diaz and Lieutenant Colonel Trini 

Romano, working with the Defense Nuclear Agency, are called to assist microbiologist Dr. Hero 

Martins with an investigation of a strain of rapidly growing fungus, Cordyceps novus. The 

fungus was initially part of an experiment aboard the space station Skylab, its current existence 

in 1987 having been reported to NASA by a man living in a remote area of Australia after 

discovering it growing on an oxygen tank that had been a part of Skylab, which he had been 

using as a lawn ornament for the previous six years.   

You’ve probably heard of the fungus that affects ants; the one that invades their bodies and 

essentially turns them into zombies. That’s Cordyceps novus only infinitely more progressive 

and frighteningly adaptable. When Roberto, Trini and Hero arrive in the far-removed township 

of Kiwirrkurra they find the entire population dead from the fungus. Hero collects a sample for 

research purposes, Roberto and Trini firebomb Kiwirrkurra and bring the sample back to the US 

where it is to be stored in the lowest level of the Atchison Caves in Missouri, a climate 

controlled environment, its steady 38 degree temperature suitable for prohibiting growth of 

Cordyceps novus. That is until 32 years later when global warming has taken effect and the 

mines have been turned into underground self-storage, which is where the story picks up and the 

bulk of the novel takes place. 

Koepp, a screenwriter who wrote Jurassic Park and War of the Worlds, as well as numerous 

other well-known screenplays, introduces an interesting array of primary and secondary 

characters, giving each their time in the spotlight and providing just enough insight into their 

pasts and presents the reader will feel invested in their outcomes. Included in this cast of 

characters is the fungus itself. Koepp describes the fungus growing and changing and its 

“thought process” as it evolves, almost treating it as a human character.  

The text felt a little heavy on the scientific jargon at times, but overall Koepp has found a nice 

balance between fact and fiction. I did feel he was trying too hard to be punchy and edgy at 

times, but at others, the dialogue and text felt effortless, flowing very nicely; easy to read and 

understand and occasionally laugh-out-loud funny. It was a new and interesting take on a 

“zombie outbreak”. 

 

 


