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“Survival is insufficient.” Despite the ominous tone of this quote from Star Trek 
Voyager, which is the motto for the group of characters known as The Traveling 
Symphony, Station Eleven isn’t about a zombie-ridden post-apocalyptic world.  
The book opens in 2014 during a performance of King Lear at the Elgin Theater in 
Toronto, during which Arthur Leander, a well known actor, suffers a heart attack and 
dies on stage. His death however is overshadowed by the outbreak of a super-flu that 
explodes “like a neutron bomb over the surface of the earth” and kills ninety-nine 
percent of the earth’s population within a matter of weeks. 
What follows is an oscillating narrative told from the perspectives of a cast of characters 
connected in various ways to Arthur, describing the flu as it unravels and twenty after 
the outbreak when the world is still reshaping.  
Kirsten Raymonde, a child actor who was onstage the night Arthur dies, Jeevan 
Chaudhary, a former paparazzo turned paramedic who once targeted Arthur then 
attempts to save Arthur’s life during his heart attack on stage, Miranda Carroll, Arthur’s 
first wife, and Clark Thompson, Arthur’s oldest friend take center stage, their past and 
present stories intertwining in unexpected ways. 
While the book contains some stereotypes most would expect of a post apocalyptic 
society, it is more concerned with nostalgia for and attempts at preserving memories of 
the lost world. You see those who vividly remember the pre-pandemic world trying to 
preserve the past, but also struggling with whether it’s better or worse for those who 
were very young when the pandemic occurred or those who were born afterward to 
know what the world used to be like. How do you describe electricity to someone who’s 
never experienced it? The internet? Smartphones? How do you explain people used to 
live longer thanks to something as simple as antibiotics in contrast with a world free 
from pollution?  
If you’re looking for an action packed book about marauders and mayhem, this isn’t the 

book for you. But if you’re looking for a well-written narrative with likeable characters, 

an element of suspense and a more introspective view of a fallen society and a 

thoughtful, but not too cerebral exploration of the ideas of happiness and contentment, 

give Station Eleven a try. 
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